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11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him 
to his face, because he stood condemned.  
 
12 For before certain men came from James, he was 
eating with the Gentiles; but when they came he 
drew back and separated himself, fearing the 
circumcision party.  
 
13 And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along 
with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by 
their hypocrisy.  
 
14 But when I saw that their conduct was not in step 
with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before 
them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile 
and not like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to 
live like Jews?” 
 
15 We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile 
sinners;  
 
16 yet we know that a person is not justified by works 
of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we 
also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be 
justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the 
law, because by works of the law no one will be 
justified.  
 
17 But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we 
too were found to be sinners, is Christ then a servant 
of sin? Certainly not! 
 
18 For if I rebuild what I tore down, I prove myself to 
be a transgressor.  
 
19 For through the law I died to the law, so that I 
might live to God.  
 
20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I 
who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I 
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave himself for me.  
 
21 I do not nullify the grace of God, for if 
righteousness were through the law, then Christ 
died for no purpose.  

II. The Rebuke by Paul 
in Antioch (11-21) 

Is this the same issue as 
was addressed at the 
Jerusalem Council? Why or 
why not? (Acts 15:1,5)  

What made Peter act 
this way? Why was it 
wrong? Did he know it 
was wrong? How does 
this relate to things 
that we do today? 
 
*Matt 26:69-75 
*Acts 10:9-16, 44-48 
*Acts 11:1-18 
*Acts 15:7-11 
*James 1:22-24 
*James 2:1-7 

The only recorded 
confrontation between 
Apostles of Christ. What 
is it concerning?  

What are the possible 
reasons why Paul 
confronted Peter in a 
public way? Why does 
Paul share this story 
with the Gentiles? How 
does this relate to the 
overall argument Paul 
is making in this 
letter? 

*Rom 3:1-2; 9:4-5  

 

 

Was the Law ever intended 
to provide a path toward 
righteousness to God? 
 
Why DID Jesus have to die? 

What does “justified” 
mean? Why can the law not 
bring justification? 
*Rom 3:19-20,23 
*Gal 3:10 

Compare 15-21 to 
Rom 3:19-31 

Rom 8:1-8 

How do we die to the 
law “through the law?” 
What does it mean to 
“die to the law?” 
*Rom 7 
*Gal 3:10,19-29 

Justified 
δικαιόω / dikaioō 

 

 

 

*Rom 6:1-14 
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Notes: 
 
The Jerusalem Council  
 
Acts 15:1–21 (ESV)  
15 But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless you 
are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And after 
Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas 
and some of the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the 
elders about this question. 3 So, being sent on their way by the church, they passed 
through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, 
and brought great joy to all the brothers.  
4 When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles 
and the elders, and they declared all that God had done with them. 5 But some believers 
who belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, “It is necessary to 
circumcise them and to order them to keep the law of Moses.”  
 

6 The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider this matter. 7 And after 
there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “Brothers, you know 
that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles 
should hear the word of the gospel and believe. 8 And God, who knows the heart, bore 
witness to them, by giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us, 9 and he made no 
distinction between us and them, having cleansed their hearts by faith. 10 Now, 
therefore, why are you putting God to the test by placing a yoke on the neck of the 
disciples that neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear? 11 But we believe that 
we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.”  
 

12 And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Barnabas and Paul as they related 
what signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles. 13 After they 
finished speaking, James replied, “Brothers, listen to me. 14 Simeon has related how God 
first visited the Gentiles, to take from them a people for his name. 15 And with this the 
words of the prophets agree, just as it is written,  
 

16  “ ‘After this I will return,  
and I will rebuild the tent of David that has fallen;  
I will rebuild its ruins,  
and I will restore it,  
17  that the remnant of mankind may seek the Lord,  
and all the Gentiles who are called by my name,  
says the Lord, who makes these things 18 known from of old.’  
 

19 Therefore my judgment is that we should not trouble those of the Gentiles who turn 
to God, 20 but should write to them to abstain from the things polluted by idols, and 
from sexual immorality, and from what has been strangled, and from blood. 21 For from 
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ancient generations Moses has had in every city those who proclaim him, for he is read 
every Sabbath in the synagogues.”  
 
Peter’s History 
 
Matthew 26:69–75 (ESV)  
69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and 
said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” 70 But he denied it before them all, saying, 
“I do not know what you mean.” 71 And when he went out to the entrance, another 
servant girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of 
Nazareth.” 72 And again he denied it with an oath: “I do not know the man.” 73 After a 
little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you too are one of 
them, for your accent betrays you.” 74 Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to 
swear, “I do not know the man.” And immediately the rooster crowed. 75 And Peter 
remembered the saying of Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three 
times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.  
 
Acts 10:9–16 (ESV)  
9 The next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on 
the housetop about the sixth hour to pray. 10 And he became hungry and wanted 
something to eat, but while they were preparing it, he fell into a trance 11 and saw the 
heavens opened and something like a great sheet descending, being let down by its four 
corners upon the earth. 12 In it were all kinds of animals and reptiles and birds of the air. 
13 And there came a voice to him: “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” 14 But Peter said, “By no 
means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is common or unclean.” 15 And the 
voice came to him again a second time, “What God has made clean, do not call 
common.” 16 This happened three times, and the thing was taken up at once to heaven.  
 
Acts 10:44–48 (ESV)  
44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 
45 And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were 
amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46 For 
they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 
47 “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days.  
 
Acts 11:1–18 (ESV)  
11 Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the 
Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the 
circumcision party criticized him, saying, 3 “You went to uncircumcised men and ate with 
them.” 4 But Peter began and explained it to them in order: 5 “I was in the city of Joppa 
praying, and in a trance I saw a vision, something like a great sheet descending, being let 
down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to me. 6 Looking at it closely, I 
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observed animals and beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of the air. 7 And I heard a 
voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I said, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing 
common or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But the voice answered a second 
time from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, do not call common.’ 10 This happened 
three times, and all was drawn up again into heaven. 11 And behold, at that very 
moment three men arrived at the house in which we were, sent to me from Caesarea. 
12 And the Spirit told me to go with them, making no distinction. These six brothers also 
accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 And he told us how he had seen 
the angel stand in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon who is called 
Peter; 14 he will declare to you a message by which you will be saved, you and all your 
household.’ 15 As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the 
beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave the same gift to 
them as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could 
stand in God’s way?” 18 When they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified 
God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.”  
 
James 1:22–24 (ESV)  
22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone 
is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural 
face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he 
was like.  
 
James 2:1–7 (ESV)  
2 My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord 
of glory. 2 For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, 
and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, 3 and if you pay attention to the one 
who wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the 
poor man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” 4 have you not then made 
distinctions among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my 
beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith 
and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him? 6 But you have 
dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who 
drag you into court? 7 Are they not the ones who blaspheme the honorable name by 
which you were called?  
 
James 2:14–26 (ESV)  
14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? 
Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily 
food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without 
giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? 17 So also faith by itself, 
if it does not have works, is dead.  
18 But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart 
from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that God is 
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one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! 20 Do you want to be shown, 
you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless? 21 Was not Abraham our 
father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that 
faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works; 23 and the 
Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as 
righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. 24 You see that a person is justified 
by works and not by faith alone. 25 And in the same way was not also Rahab the 
prostitute justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by 
another way? 26 For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from 
works is dead.  
 
Justification by Faith 
 
1467 δικαιόω (dikaioō): vb.; ≡ DBLHebr 7405; Str 1344; TDNT 2.211—1. LN 34.46 put 
right with, justify, vindicate, declare righteous, i.e., cause one to be in a right relation 
(Ro 3:24); 2. LN 88.16 show to be right, demonstrate to something is morally just (Ro 
3:4); 3. LN 56.34 acquit, remove guilt, set free, i.e., clear of a transgression (Ac 13:38); 4. 
LN 37.138 set free, release from the control of (Ro 6:7); 5. LN 36.22 obey righteous 
commands (Lk 7:29)1 
 
δικαιόω dikaioō; from 1342; to show to be righteous, declare righteous:—
acknowledged … justice(1), acquitted(1), freed(3), justified(24), justifier(1), justifies(2), 
justify(4), vindicated(3).2 
 
Romans 3:19–31 (ESV)  
19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so 
that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to 
God. 20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since 
through the law comes knowledge of sin.  
 
21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although 
the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith 
in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his 
blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his 
divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness 
at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in 
Jesus.  

 
1 Swanson, J. (1997). Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains : Greek (New 
Testament) (electronic ed.). Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc. 
2 Thomas, R. L. (1998). New American Standard Hebrew-Aramaic and Greek dictionaries : 
Updated edition. Anaheim: Foundation Publications, Inc. 
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27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of 
works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from 
works of the law. 29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? 
Yes, of Gentiles also, 30 since God is one—who will justify the circumcised by faith and 
the uncircumcised through faith. 31 Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no 
means! On the contrary, we uphold the law.  
 
Advantage of Jews 
 
Romans 3:1–2 (ESV)  
3 Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision? 2 Much in 
every way. To begin with, the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God.  
 
Romans 9:4–5 (ESV)  
4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the 
giving of the law, the worship, and the promises. 5 To them belong the patriarchs, and 
from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. 
Amen.  
 
Justification through Grace / Continue Sinning 
 
Romans 6:1–14 (ESV)  
6 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By no 
means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who 
have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were buried 
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.  
 

5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united 
with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in 
order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be 
enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we have died 
with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being 
raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 For 
the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11 So 
you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  
 

12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. 13 Do 
not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present 
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your 
members to God as instruments for righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over 
you, since you are not under law but under grace.  
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Dying to the Law 
 
Romans 7:1–25 (ESV)  
7 Or do you not know, brothers—for I am speaking to those who know the law—that 
the law is binding on a person only as long as he lives? 2 For a married woman is bound 
by law to her husband while he lives, but if her husband dies she is released from the 
law of marriage. 3 Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if she lives with another 
man while her husband is alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if 
she marries another man she is not an adulteress.  
 

4 Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that 
you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we 
may bear fruit for God. 5 For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, 
aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death. 6 But now we 
are released from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that we serve in 
the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the written code.  
 

7 What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for the 
law, I would not have known sin. For I would not have known what it is to covet if the 
law had not said, “You shall not covet.” 8 But sin, seizing an opportunity through the 
commandment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness. For apart from the law, sin 
lies dead. 9 I was once alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin 
came alive and I died. 10 The very commandment that promised life proved to be death 
to me. 11 For sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and 
through it killed me. 12 So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous 
and good.  
 

13 Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin, producing 
death in me through what is good, in order that sin might be shown to be sin, and 
through the commandment might become sinful beyond measure. 14 For we know that 
the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. 15 For I do not understand my 
own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16 Now if I do 
what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is good. 17 So now it is no longer I who 
do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, 
in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. 
19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. 
20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within 
me.  
 

21 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22 For I 
delight in the law of God, in my inner being, 23 but I see in my members another law 
waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that 
dwells in my members. 24 Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body 
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of death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the 
law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin.  
 
Galatians 3:10 (ESV)  
10 For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed be 
everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do 
them.”  
 
Galatians 3:19–29 (ESV)  
19 Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the offspring should 
come to whom the promise had been made, and it was put in place through angels by 
an intermediary.  
 

20 Now an intermediary implies more than one, but God is one.  
 

21 Is the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For if a law had been 
given that could give life, then righteousness would indeed be by the law. 22 But the 
Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ 
might be given to those who believe.  
 

23 Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the 
coming faith would be revealed. 24 So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, 
in order that we might be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no 
longer under a guardian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 
27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are 
all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs 
according to promise.  
 
Christ Living Through Us 
 
Romans 8:1–8 (ESV)  
8 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the 
law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 
3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his 
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in 
order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the 
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit 
set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but 
to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is 
hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those who are in 
the flesh cannot please God.  
 


